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me to resist the impulse as a temptation to evil.
But the truth is that sociable people, like liturgical
people, require, for the full satisfaction of their
instincts, that a certain number of other persons
should be present at the ceremonies which they
affect, and that all should be occupied in the same
way. It is of little moment to the originators of
the ceremony whether those present are there
willingly or unwillingly; and thus the only re-
source of their victims is to go out on strike ; so-
far from thinking it a duty to be prrst-nt at social
or religious functions, in order that my sociable
or liturgical friends should have a suitable back-
ground for their pleasures, I think it a solemn duty
to resist to the uttermost this false and vexatious
theory of society and religion !
I suppose, too, that inveterate talkers and clis-
coursers require an audience who should listen
meekly and admiringly, and not interrupt. I
have friends who are afflicted with this taste to
such an extent, who arc so determined to hold
the talk in their own hands, that I declare they
might as well have a company of stuffed seals
to sit down to dinner with, as a circle of livin<*
and breathing men. But 1 do not think it right,
or at all events necessary, in the interests of